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The Americans took this very kindly and the
audience, at the conclusion of my talk, would often
resolve itself into just such a confessional as I had
suggested*

In the following year, 1930, I became
acquainted with the National Recreation Associa-
tion of America, whose Conference I attended at
Atlantic City at the suggestion of my friend Mr.
John Finley of the New York Times, one of the
directors of the Association. Greatly impressed
by the personnel of this movement, and en-
couraged by the interest shown in what I said, I
was led to study the movement more closely and
became convinced that it represented an interesting
current of American life, but one which I had
previously known nothing of. I knew,, of course,
that the notion of America as a land of universal
hustle, " go-getting " and dollar worship was far
from being the " whole truth and nothing but the
truth/' but I was unprepared to find a powerful
movement in existence, with nation-wide ramifi-
cations, working in the opposite direction. Here
was a large body of men and women, comprising
thoughtful and public-spirited citizens from all
parts of the United States, genuinely interested in
the art of wise living, Th,e movement had begun
thirty years ago with the modest ideal of " giving
every child in America a chance to play," and
from that, a natural growing point, had developed
into a bold afld many-sided attempt to cope with
" the problem of leisure " as presented by the
c